{Drafting Office <inj Officer) 
,1^ 



-&e«P3rfff«TTtfir 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 



lC3L.0O/iQLS//5t : > 



I n Q i ////- < 7?'-2 Memorandum of Conversation /n o.Jn3 



SUBJECT: Berlin 



-eVf^iQ J^* * date: December 11, 19$B ir 

•^#^ I 



participants: Ambassador Wilhelm Grewe, German Bribaasy 
x—; Mr. Livingston T« Merchant - EUR 

Mr* Alfred G, Vigderman - GEE 




| ' SANITIZED COPY l\,Y\) Q-f/vrp 

L — ;■ SENSITIVE INFORMATION DELETE D v l ' P'^1C- 



^£^iwMW "»/■"' 






4Mfc*FT* 



SANITIZED COPY . 2 _ 

SENSITIVE INFORMATION DELETED, (ijd) Si(tf£ 



Mr„ Merchant expressed himself as reassured with what the Ambassador had 
said and then remarked that the Ambassador would not find the U.S. position 
in Paris either weak or wobbly. Any concept of 'fegency 1 in treating with the 
GDR had collapsed. The problem in being firm, however, was the problem of 
finding the place to make a stand. 

The Ambassador went on to describe the Chancellor's position on Berlin. 
The West, according to the Chancellor, must have a common position. It can- 
not negotiate under threat. The elements of. ultimatum in the Soviet note 
must be eliminated. Berlin had to be separated from any other questions about 
which we might negotiate with the Soviets. 

■^^^i^^^^^^g^^fiaeii" ref errad f ^ ^We ; w York Times ^ article by Sulzberger 
- in which it had been suggested that West Berlin could-be integrated into the 
.Federal' Republic and the Western garrisons replaced by Bundeswehr contingents . 
Ambassador r .Grewe. went on to say it was Ms personal feeling that this pro- 
. ; pos£Uon ^e/fdne]#aand would be unacceptable to the Soviets, and on the other 
•'''''M^M3'^*K^fflgerous, The px^sehqe^qf ; Bundeswehr units could not be 




lesence of the "allied forces for obvious psychological and 
^|fore^er^^e|^^|^ger : suggestiott^verlooks the, very 
«o£ ;''f 'r'ee^obeSs^^iffiewM^' • Moreover f' 1 said Ambassaclor'* 
Grewe, the people of Berlin do not mind their occupation status. In part 
v ^he. West Berllii election was testimony to this- fact, 



dor "then adverted^ 
'^jiionalizatioir ^ 

H.^ : ^JN^orce < s1fL 

fefe:g$ 

i opposijag^ 
Jhaye' the ^rpblwtt. ;: !bf 'taking care'©f1|j 



. .^dea attrihuted to Mayor Brandt in- 
^mrauMcatidh lines between West Germany 
^-^efreedbralof Berlin.' The ■ 

;^mbers i were .jready to participate 
idt .was • d^airing the present 

. x _ r ^Snvblving "the creation t>f Va four- 
j|pt^aa to be- remembered that if such 
ttePiilddkacie imposed the West would then 
■Vtpeople who liae in East Berlin as well 



^.ijjfoose a blockade was in- 

-.creased by|Me£iiefids of one and pnerhalfqaillion people. 

■.■'■• 'Mr. Merchant and the Ambassador agreed that there may be superficially 
attractive alternatives but none so far proposed were really acceptable . 
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' The conversation then turned to the possibility of talcing the Berlin 
problem to the International Court of Justice. Mr. Merchant thought such a 
move might have considerable merit at a later stage, after we made our 
position crystal-clear. It is a useful secondary operation, not to be under- 
taken until a Western repty had been registered. Ambassador Grewe agreed 
that it would be useful to provide the Soviets with this kind of possibility 
of retreat if the Soviets had in fact decided to retreat. The Ambassador 
remarked semi-seriousily that before the Berlin problem was allowed to go be- 
fore the International Court, a careful canvass ought to be made of the makeup 
of the present Bench in order to have some idea of 'how the matter was likely 
to be received by the Court. 
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